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of Gerizim and enters the plain, though there is
another one which the Samaritans claim to be the
genuine Well near their synagogue in the depths of the
bazaar, close to the Tomb of Joseph.
By the way, whether or not the Tomb is that of the
almost legendary figure, Joseph son of Jacob, it cer-
tainly is that of some Hebrew who was a great man
during the sojourn in Egypt. It is one of the best-
authenticated sites in Palestine, for it has a continuous
history ever since the days of the Hebrew monarchy.
More, it has had better fortune than many other
shrines; it has not suffered malicious destruction, for
the legendary Joseph is a figure honoured by Jews,
Samaritans, Mohammedans and Christians alike.
At the Well I read the account of that meeting
between the Master and the Samaritan woman. No
wonder the poor lady was puzzled when He began to
speak to her of the Living Water. I wonder what
Janet would do if some passer-by started to talk to
her like that after she had drawn him a glass of water
from our pump? I somehow don't think that she
would have been so polite as the Samaritan woman was
to Him.
The Samaritan woman, though, does not seem to
have drawn much permanent benefit from her en-
counter; she evidently looked upon Him as we would
on some fortune-teller who had made a good guess at
murky facts in our past, and that was aJL And yet it
is a very human picture we get of Him, sitting there
talking to the stranger woman, asking for a drink, and
engaging her in conversation. I am sure, though, that
some of the words which are put into His mouth were